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Introduction

The 'Kolkata International Art Exhibition' (‘KIAE’ for short) founded in 2016, a project approved by
‘Joka Art Council’ and ‘Kolkata Artists Association’, to showcase modern and contemporary works from
international visual artists along with artists from Kolkata and other Indian states, presented in the form of
an exhibition titled '4" Kolkata International Art Exhibition 2026' or ‘4™ KIAE2026’. This is the ‘Fourth’
edition of ‘Kolkata International Art Exhibition’ or simply ‘4™ KIAE2026’.

As a platform for international cultural exchanges, the main objective of the ‘4™ KIAE2026’ is to present
works of art, both in terms of material application and aesthetic appeal. ‘KIAE’ focuses on the conception
of promoting the global harmony by the contemporary artistic exhibition and respecting the variety of the
international culture and dialogue between the oriental and occidental art form. The aim is to promote
ideas of mutual understanding, tolerance, and cultural diversity that unite artists in a universal desire for
peace. Today, cultural exchanges takes place through international art exhibition. Around one hundred and
twenty outstanding works will be showcased in this exhibition from International as well as artists from
Kolkata and other states of India.

This year, 'Kolkata International Art Exhibition 2026’ is scheduled to be held in the month of February,
2026 at the prestigious galleries of ‘Birla Academy of Art & Culture’, located in one of the posh
neighbourhoods Kolkata. It enables this culturally vibrant city to appreciate a variety of cultural events,
which include art exhibitions, seminars, art workshops. Some of the works of ‘4™ KIAE2026’ will also be
exhibited at ‘Academy of Fine Arts’, one of the oldest and most renowned art gallery located in the heart
of Kolkata nestled inside a cultural complex.

This event is open to all professional artist (trained & self-taught) from all over the world irrespective of
education, religion, race and gender.‘4™ KIAE2026° will showcase modern and contemporary art
comprising of Paintings, Drawings, Watercolour, Graphics, Photography & Digital Art. We warmly invite
every artist to send their entries to participate in this grand event of '4"™ Kolkata International Art
Exhibition 2026'.

Theme of ‘4™ KIAE 2026’

Art and Social Reform: Art is connected very closely to the fundamental sense of self. The different
forms of expression by every different artists convey a feeling, state of society, depict critical moments in
history or a perspective through space and time. Art has always been a creative way to preserve history,
presenting various views and scenarios through the ages. Moreover, art acts as a collective memory of
society. Through expressive outlets such as paintings, music, literature and other art forms, artists used to
preserve life as we know it even better than historical fact-based records. Art itself is a language. It helps
people from various cultures to understand and communicate with each other through songs, pictures and
stories. People often relate to other societies and cultures through their artistic representations. An
excellent example of this is people connecting images of barn houses and windmills to Holland and of the
Taj Mahal to India. Art is often a preferred vehicle for social change. We use murals, paintings,
sculptures, drama, movies and songs as medium to change public opinion and launch public informational
campaigns. Thus with the theme, ‘Art and Social Reform’ in the ‘4™ KIAE2026” we will try to present
flavours of different cultures of various geographical locations under one roof.
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General Information

Special Feature: The selected artists can send their works without frame in rolled condition if they so
desire. The KIAE organisers will provide temporary framing for display of those works free of cost. This
will particularly help the Graphic Artists to send their Prints as well as Watercolour works done on Paper.
Framing will be provided on Works of the following sizes

Paper: Maximum 92x76 (Centimetres) & Canvas: Maximum 122x 122 (Centimetres)

Sale of Exhibits: Artists can offer their exhibits for sale. Prices quoted by the Artist will be displayed in
the price list. For better chance of sale, artists are requested to quote price of their exhibits reasonably. If
any work is sold the organiser will retain 20% on sales amount and the remaining balance of 80% will be
paid to the concerned artist via Bank Transfer or PayPal within two weeks after the exhibition is
concluded. Applicable VAT will be deducted. ‘Certificate of Authenticity’ from Artists will be required in
case of sale. Copyright of the exhibits will be retained by the Artists. Artists are requested to quote prices
of their works in Euro (€) only.

Return of Works: The Organising Committee will bear the cost of return shipment of artworks to the
artist. The works will be dispatched rolled & only through EMS Registered Post, without any additional
insurance during transit. The ‘Tracking No’ will be communicated to the artists. EMS speed post is
generally secured and reliable. However, artists are welcome to take their works back on their own
expense via international couriers (viz Dhl, Fedex) and with added insurance if they find it more secure.
In that case artists have to have, a “To Pay Account’ (Cash on Delivery) with their designated courier. If
the “To Pay Account’ No is shared, works will be dispatched through that courier company. Any change
of address should be intimated to the organisers immediately.

Customs Declaration: In order to avoid any custom related hazards during transportation of works,
artists are requested to provide appropriate declaration to the transportation company/courier. Please do
not write any high valuation of your work in the declaration form of courier or shipping invoice/bill.
Writing such high value, knowingly or unknowingly may impose heavy custom related duties/charges at
the time of delivery of your works here. The organising committee of ‘4™ KIAE2026’, will not be able to
take delivery of works in those cases by paying such heavy custom duties. So it is advised to mention a
very negligible amount if you are asked to write or simply write, the shipment contains prints which has
‘NO COMMERCIAL VALUE’, and it is being dispatched to India for ‘4™ Kolkata International Art
Exhibition 2026’ purely for exhibition purpose. The work will be transported back to the country of origin
(Country name) at the earliest after the exhibition is concluded. The price of artwork quoted by the artists
in the ‘SCHEDULE FORM for preliminary round will be printed in the catalogue and it has no
connection to the valuation stated in the shipping invoice.

(A Draft of ‘Sample Declaration’ will be available on the website and the same will be send to the artists
when they despatch their selected work/s. Artists are advised to dispatch their works through EMS Speed
Post with proper declaration if possible, instead of International Couriers. The custom clearance process
is much smooth and easier than international couriers which needs unnecessary paper works and delay.

Inauguration: Press and Publicity of the exhibition will be of high priority. The inauguration of the ‘4"
KIAE2026° will be held in presence renowned artists, poets, art critics, art collectors and other
intellectuals. Art talks and seminars on the subject relating to the theme of ‘4™ KIAE2026° will be
organised.
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Catalogue: Each participating artist will receive a printed coloured catalogue featuring photographs of
exhibited works and a Certificate of Participation. The Exhibition catalogue of ‘KIAE2025’ will be send
via EMS Speed Post within two months after the conclusion of the exhibition via EMS Speed Post.

Artist’s consent: By submitting actual / selected works, artists grant their consent to the organiser to
reproduce their work images to be printed or posted for online publication, press & publicity purpose
including local news channel, art journals or to post those in social media.

Care & Safety: The organiser of ‘4" KIAE2026’ will take every possible & utmost care for the safety of
the exhibits during their custody, display and return of the same but would not be responsible for any loss
or damage during display, storage or transit. And no claim to this effect will be entertained. Being the two
most prominent cultural institutes ‘Birla Academy of Art & Culture’ and ‘Academy of Fine Arts’ both
have extra level of security round the clock.

Timelines: The Organising Committee of ‘4™ KIAE2026’ reserves the right to change the timelines a bit
if needed, mentioned in the Prospectus. Outcomes will be released and notifications will be issued
accordingly to the development of the whole project. The Organising Committee will inform all selected
artists in a timely manner if there is any change and hope for cooperation from the participating artists.



